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 hand to make any dispositions they thought fit in any of the
churches in Germany. The Pope also issued a manifesto,
complaining of the attitude of Frederick and especially of the
treatment his legates had received. This failed in its effect,
for the German bishops were of the same mind as the Emperor,
and replied to the Pope in Frederick's own words. Even in
the papal Curia there was not complete unanimity, for one
or two cardinals had been won over by the favour shown to
them by Frederick. The Pope had further cause for alarm.
Early in 1158, Rainald of Dassel and Otto of Wittelsbach,
the very men whose conduct to his legates he had most
strongly reprobated, came to North Italy to prepare the way
for the Emperor's forthcoming expedition, and by the success
of their mission threatened even the papal security. So
Hadrian decided that his position was untenable and that he
must retire from it with as much dignity as possible. Two
other cardinals were sent to the Emperor with a letter explain-
ing away the phrases that had given so much offence. The
Pope insisted that he had been misunderstood. The literal
meaning of bencficium was " kindness," and this was the sense
in which he had used it; by conferring the imperial crown he
had meant nothing more than placing it on the head of the
Emperor. Frederick gracefully accepted the explanation;
but, though the incident was allowed to drop, the irritation
remained.
Having thus vindicated the imperial authority against the
encroachments of the papal power, he concentrated upon the
recovery of imperial dominion in North Italy. The way had
already been prepared by the skilful diplomacy of Rainald
and Otto in the north-cast, and in July 1158 Frederick him-
self appeared at the head of the largest army that any
Emperor had ever led over the Alps; he was accompanied
by the king of Bohemia and all the leading nobles of central
and southern Germany. Pa via, Cremona, and other enemies
of Milan joined him at once; the first sign of resistance, at
Brescia, was quickly overcome, and other towns were awed
into submission. Frederick's aim, as he announced, was to
reconstitute on the basis of peace and justice the rule of law
and order in Italy. But first rebellion must be crushed, and
it was the insolent defiance of his authority by Milan which
necessitated the assembling of so large an army; nothing

